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Exodus 16: Manna
• The entirety of Exodus 16 is concerned with manna, with all but a
few verses by P (no E, only 3.5 from J; verse 1 is by R)
• Verses in Ex. 16 by J: 4-5, 35b
• Yahweh tests the people by raining bread on them to see if
they will follow directions
• The people are to gather twice as much on the 6th day
• They eat this manna until they arrive at Canaan’s edge
• Text: Then the Lord said to Moses, “Behold, I am about to rain
bread from heaven for you, and the people shall go out and gather
a days portion every day, that I may test them, whether they will
walk in my law or not. On the sixth day, when they prepare what
they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather daily.” They
ate the manna till they came to the border of the land of Canaan.
• P spends far more time writing about manna

P: Exodus 16: 2-3, 6-15
And the whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the
wilderness, and the people of Israel said to them, “Would that we had died by the hand of the Lord in the
land of Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots and ate bread to the full, for you have brought us out into
this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”
So Moses and Aaron said to all the people of Israel, “At evening you shall know that it was the Lord who
brought you out of the land of Egypt, and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he
has heard your grumbling against the Lord. For what are we, that you grumble against us?” And Moses
said, “When the Lord gives you in the evening meat to eat and in the morning bread to the full, because
the Lord has heard your grumbling that you grumble against him what are we? Your grumbling is not
against us but against the Lord.”
Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the people of Israel, ‘Come near before
the Lord, for he has heard your grumbling.’” And as soon as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of
the people of Israel, they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the Lord appeared in
the cloud. And the Lord said to Moses, “I have heard the grumbling of the people of Israel. Say to them,
‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall be filled with bread. Then you shall know
that I am the Lord your God.’”
In the evening quail came up and covered the camp, and in the morning dew lay around the camp. And
when the dew had gone up, there was on the face of the wilderness a fine, flake-like thing, fine as frost
on the ground. When the people of Israel saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not
know what it was. And Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat. This is
what the Lord has commanded: ‘Gather of it, each one of you, as much as he can eat. You shall each
take an omer, according to the number of the persons that each of you has in his tent.’” And the people
of Israel did so. They gathered, some more, some less.

P: Exodus 16: 16-30
But when they measured it with an omer, whoever gathered much had nothing left over, and
whoever gathered little had no lack. Each of them gathered as much as he could eat. And Moses
said to them, “Let no one leave any of it over till the morning.” But they did not listen to Moses.
Some left part of it till the morning, and it bred worms and stank. And Moses was angry with
them. Morning by morning they gathered it, each as much as he could eat; but when the sun
grew hot, it melted.
On the sixth day they gathered twice as much bread, two omers each. And when all the leaders
of the congregation came and told Moses, he said to them, “This is what the Lord has
commanded: ‘Tomorrow is a day of solemn rest, a holy Sabbath to the Lord; bake what you will
bake and boil what you will boil, and all that is left over lay aside to be kept till the morning.’” So
they laid it aside till the morning, as Moses commanded them, and it did not stink, and there
were no worms in it. Moses said, “Eat it today, for today is a Sabbath to the Lord; today you will
not find it in the field. Six days you shall gather it, but on the seventh day, which is a Sabbath,
there will be none.”
On the seventh day some of the people went out to gather, but they found none. And the Lord
said to Moses, “How long will you refuse to keep my commandments and my laws? See! The
Lord has given you the Sabbath; therefore on the sixth day he gives you bread for two days.
Remain each of you in his place; let no one go out of his place on the seventh day.” So the
people rested on the seventh day.

P: Exodus 16: 31-35a, 36
Now the house of Israel called its name manna. It was like coriander seed, white, and the taste
of it was like wafers made with honey. Moses said, “This is what the Lord has commanded: ‘Let
an omer of it be kept throughout your generations, so that they may see the bread with which I
fed you in the wilderness, when I brought you out of the land of Egypt.’” And Moses said to
Aaron, “Take a jar, and put an omer of manna in it, and place it before the Lord to be kept
throughout your generations.” As the Lord commanded Moses, so Aaron placed it before the
testimony to be kept. The people of Israel ate the manna forty years, till they came to a habitable
land. And an omer is a tenth of an ephah.

The RJE Redactor
• Starting in Exodus 12, the redactor, who merged the J and E
texts, inserts a number of verses to document where the people
traveled based on the itinerary list in Numbers 33
• Ex. 12:37a - The children of Israel traveled from Ramses to
Succoth.
• Ex. 13:20 And they traveled from Succoth and camped join Ethan
at the edge of the wilderness.
• Ex. 15:27 And they came to Elim. And twelve springs of water
and seventy palm trees were there. And they camped there by the
water.
• Ex. 16:1 They set out from Elim, and all the congregation of the
people of Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, which is between
Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after
they had departed from the land of Egypt.

The Redactor
• Ex. 17:1 - All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on
from the wilderness of Sin by stages, according to the
commandment of the Lord, and camped at Rephidim, but there
was no water for the people to drink.
• Ex. 19:2a - They set out from Rephidim and came into the
wilderness of Sinai.
• Numbers 9:15-23 - This text discusses the cloud hovering over
the tent, and the putting up and taking down of the tent as the
people variously camped and decamped. Friedman says this
paragraph “fashioned the framework for all the coming stories of
Israel’s travels through the wilderness”, whether they camp a
short while or a long time.
• After this paragraph in Numbers 9, I counted 8 similar Redactor
passages up to Numbers 33.

Family Confusion
• The authors do not agree on family relationships
• Abraham has a second wife Keturah only in ??
• Only P says Aaron and Moses are brothers
• Miriam is identified as the sister of Aaron, but not of Moses
• In J, E, and D, Moses is not related to Aaron or Miriam
• Moses’ father-in-law is Reuel according to J but Jethro
according to E
• In J, Moses has only one son (Gershom), but in E he has a
second son (Eliezer)
• In E, only two sons of Aaron are mentioned, and they are
killed; but in P, Aaron has a third son, who becomes his heir
to the priesthood. Is E implying that Aaron had no
grandsons, with the supposed heir not being real?

Exodus 17
• Except for verse 1 by R, all of Ex. 17 is by E
• The people complain about a lack of water, much as they did
about a lack of food in P’s story in Exodus 16
• There is a battle, the first time they have to fight
• God is depicted as helping the Hebrews kill the
Amalekites as long as Moses’ arms are held up
• Joshua is mentioned 11 times in E, but never in J
• We know J is from Judah and E is from the northern
kingdom, and each shows bias toward their respective
kingdoms, so it is not surprising that E mentions Joshua, a
northern hero from the tribe of Ephraim, but J does not

E: Exodus 17:1-7 (verse 1 is by R) - Water
All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by stages,
according to the commandment of the Lord, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water
for the people to drink.
Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to
them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted there for
water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt,
to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried to the Lord, “What shall I
do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” And the Lord said to Moses, “Pass on
before the people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff
with which you struck the Nile, and go. Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb,
and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” And
Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. And he called the name of the place Massah
and Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested the Lord
by saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”

E: Exodus 17:8-16 Battle with Amalek
Then Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim. So Moses said to Joshua, “Choose for us
men, and go out and fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the staff of
God in my hand.” So Joshua did as Moses told him, and fought with Amalek, while Moses,
Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. Whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel
prevailed, and whenever he lowered his hand, Amalek prevailed. But Moses hands grew weary,
so they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it, while Aaron and Hur held up his
hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side. So his hands were steady until the
going down of the sun. And Joshua overwhelmed Amalek and his people with the sword.
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write this as a memorial in a book and recite it in the ears of
Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven.” And Moses built an
altar and called the name of it, The Lord Is My Banner, saying, “A hand upon the throne of the
Lord! The Lord will have war with Amalek from generation to generation.”

Exodus 18 (all by E)
• Jethro, a priest of Midian and the father-in-law of Moses, brings
Zipporah (his daughter and the wife of Moses) and her two sons
(Moses’ sons) to Moses at the Mountain of God
• There is a contradiction here between J and E:
• According to E, Moses does not take his wife and two sons to
Egypt after the burning bush event; they only join the exodus
here when Jethro brings them
• According to J, Moses does take his wife and one son back to
Egypt after the burning bush event and they participate in the
exodus from the beginning
• The Redactor added the phrase “after sending her home” to
try to eliminate this discrepancy

E: Exodus 18:1-12 - Jethro Comes
Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses father-in-law, heard of all that God had done for Moses and
for Israel his people, how the Lord had brought Israel out of Egypt. Now Jethro, Moses father-inlaw, had taken Zipporah, Moses wife, after he had sent her home, along with her two sons. The
name of the one was Gershom (for he said, “I have been a sojourner in a foreign land”), and the
name of the other, Eliezer (for he said, “The God of my father was my help, and delivered me
from the sword of Pharaoh”). Jethro, Moses father-in-law, came with his sons and his wife to
Moses in the wilderness where he was encamped at the mountain of God. And when he sent
word to Moses, “I, your father-in-law Jethro, am coming to you with your wife and her two sons
with her,” Moses went out to meet his father-in-law and bowed down and kissed him. And they
asked each other of their welfare and went into the tent. Then Moses told his father-in-law all
that the Lord had done to Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for Israels sake, all the hardship that
had come upon them in the way, and how the Lord had delivered them. And Jethro rejoiced for
all the good that the Lord had done to Israel, in that he had delivered them out of the hand of the
Egyptians.
Jethro said, “Blessed be the Lord, who has delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians and
out of the hand of Pharaoh and has delivered the people from under the hand of the Egyptians.
Now I know that the Lord is greater than all gods, because in this affair they dealt arrogantly with
the people.” And Jethro, Moses father-in-law, brought a burnt offering and sacrifices to God; and
Aaron came with all the elders of Israel to eat bread with Moses father-in-law before God.

E: Exodus 18:13-27 - Jethro Advises Moses
The next day Moses sat to judge the people, and the people stood around Moses from morning
till evening. When Moses father-in-law saw all that he was doing for the people, he said, “What is
this that you are doing for the people? Why do you sit alone, and all the people stand around you
from morning till evening?” And Moses said to his father-in-law, “Because the people come to me
to inquire of God; when they have a dispute, they come to me and I decide between one person
and another, and I make them know the statutes of God and his laws.” Moses father-in-law said
to him, “What you are doing is not good. You and the people with you will certainly wear
yourselves out, for the thing is too heavy for you. You are not able to do it alone. Now obey my
voice; I will give you advice, and God be with you! You shall represent the people before God
and bring their cases to God, and you shall warn them about the statutes and the laws, and
make them know the way in which they must walk and what they must do. Moreover, look for
able men from all the people, men who fear God, who are trustworthy and hate a bribe, and
place such men over the people as chiefs of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties, and of tens. And
let them judge the people at all times. Every great matter they shall bring to you, but any small
matter they shall decide themselves. So it will be easier for you, and they will bear the burden
with you. If you do this, God will direct you, you will be able to endure, and all this people also
will go to their place in peace.”
So Moses listened to the voice of his father-in-law and did all that he had said. Moses chose
able men out of all Israel and made them heads over the people, chiefs of thousands, of
hundreds, of fifties, and of tens. And they judged the people at all times. Any hard case they
brought to Moses, but any small matter they decided themselves. Then Moses let his father-inlaw depart, and he went away to his own country.

Exodus 19
• E: Ex. 19:2b-9; 16b-17; 19
• God proposes, to Moses, a covenant with the Hebrews
• Moses relays the proposal to the people and they agree
• Moses brings the people out and they hear God directly
• J: Ex. 19:10-16a; 18; 20-25 except “bringing Aaron with you”
• Yahweh tells Moses to consecrate the people and prepare for the
3rd day, when Yahweh will come to them on Mt. Sinai
• The people are not to touch the mountain
• Moses comes down from the mountain (had not gone up in J)
• Moses consecrates them, but they are not to touch a woman
• Casts doubt on women being included in “the people”
• The reference to Aaron is the only mention of him in J but later in
J Aaron does not go up with Moses; however, Aaron does go up
in E, and this is an insertion by one of the redactors

Exodus 19:1-2a; 2b-9; 16b-17; 19 - E’s Prelude to Covenant
On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that day
they came into the wilderness of Sinai. They set out from Rephidim and came into the wilderness
of Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness.
There Israel encamped before the mountain, while Moses went up to God. The Lord called to him
out of the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of
Israel: You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles wings
and brought you to myself. Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my
covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; and
you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall
speak to the people of Israel.”
So Moses came and called the elders of the people and set before them all these words that the
Lord had commanded him. All the people answered together and said, “All that the Lord has
spoken we will do.” And Moses reported the words of the people to the Lord. And the Lord said to
Moses, “Behold, I am coming to you in a thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with
you, and may also believe you forever.” And Moses told the words of the people to the Lord.
There were thunders and lightnings and a thick cloud on the mountain and a very loud trumpet
blast, so that all the people in the camp trembled. Then Moses brought the people out of the
camp to meet God, and they took their stand at the foot of the mountain.
And as the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him in
thunder.

Exodus 19:10-16a; 18; 20-25 - J’s Prelude to Covenant
The Lord said to Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow, and let
them wash their garments and be ready for the third day. For on the third day the Lord will come
down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. And you shall set limits for the people all
around, saying, ‘Take care not to go up into the mountain or touch the edge of it. Whoever
touches the mountain shall be put to death. No hand shall touch him, but he shall be stoned or
shot; whether beast or man, he shall not live.’ When the trumpet sounds a long blast, they shall
come up to the mountain.” So Moses went down from the mountain to the people and
consecrated the people; and they washed their garments. And he said to the people, “Be ready
for the third day; do not go near a woman.”
On the morning of the third day Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the Lord had
descended on it in fire. The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain
trembled greatly. And as the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and
God answered him in thunder. The Lord came down on Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain.
And the Lord called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up.
And the Lord said to Moses, “Go down and warn the people, lest they break through to the Lord
to look and many of them perish. Also let the priests who come near to the Lord consecrate
themselves, lest the Lord break out against them.” And Moses said to the Lord, “The people
cannot come up to Mount Sinai, for you yourself warned us, saying, ‘Set limits around the
mountain and consecrate it.’” And the Lord said to him, “Go down, and come up bringing Aaron
with you. But do not let the priests and the people break through to come up to the Lord, lest he
break out against them.” So Moses went down to the people and told them.

Exodus 20 - The Ten Commandments
• The Ten Commandments (v. 1-17) apparently come from an
independent source
• They differ a bit from the list in Deuteronomy 5, mostly on the
reason for the Sabbath command: here it refers to God resting
on the 7th day in P’s creation story; in Deuteronomy, the
reason is that God brought the people out of slavery in Egypt
• They differ a lot from J’s version in Exodus 34:14-26
• J’s unfamiliar list is explicitly referred to as the Ten
Commandments in Ex. 34:27-28; but the familiar list in Ex. 20
is not explicitly called the Ten Commandments
• Even in Deut, no “Ten Commandments”; just tablets of stone
• We thus have the very peculiar situation in which a plain reading
of the Bible says that what is commonly thought to be the Ten
Commandments is in fact not

Exodus 20:1-17 - “Some” Commandments
And God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house
of slavery.
“You shall have no other gods before me.
“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me,
but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments.
“You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.
“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, but the seventh day is a
Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or
your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. For in six days the Lord made heaven and
earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and
made it holy.
“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.
“You shall not murder.
“You shall not commit adultery.
“You shall not steal.
“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
“You shall not covet your neighbors house; you shall not covet your neighbors wife, or his male servant, or his female
servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbors.”

Exodus 34:14-26 - J’s “Ten Commandments”
(for you shall worship no other god, for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God), lest you make a
covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and when they whore after their gods and sacrifice to their gods
and you are invited, you eat of his sacrifice, and you take of their daughters for your sons, and their
daughters whore after their gods and make your sons whore after their gods.
“You shall not make for yourself any gods of cast metal.
“You shall keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, as I
commanded you, at the time appointed in the month Abib, for in the month Abib you came out from Egypt.
All that open the womb are mine, all your male livestock, the firstborn of cow and sheep. The firstborn of a
donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall break its neck. All the firstborn of
your sons you shall redeem. And none shall appear before me empty-handed.
“Six days you shall work, but on the seventh day you shall rest. In plowing time and in harvest you shall rest.
You shall observe the Feast of Weeks, the firstfruits of wheat harvest, and the Feast of Ingathering at the
years end. Three times in the year shall all your males appear before the Lord God, the God of Israel. For I
will cast out nations before you and enlarge your borders; no one shall covet your land, when you go up to
appear before the Lord your God three times in the year.
“You shall not offer the blood of my sacrifice with anything leavened, or let the sacrifice of the Feast of the
Passover remain until the morning.”
The best of the firstfruits of your ground you shall bring to the house of the Lord your God.

 


You shall not boil a young goat in its mothers milk.”

Exodus 34
• The Ex. 34 list of Commandments is not only unfamiliar, but also
odd
• It begins in the middle of a sentence and is in parenthesis
• It is not easy to tell where one ends and the next begins, making
it difficult to get a list of ten, that would require the 8th one be
split; the list really has just 9
• No reason is given for resting on the Sabbath
• But vv. 27-28 explicitly calls them the Ten Commandments
And the Lord said to Moses, “Write these words, for in accordance with these words I have
made a covenant with you and with Israel.” So he was there with the Lord forty days and forty
nights. He neither ate bread nor drank water. And he wrote on the tablets the words of the
covenant, the Ten Commandments.

• Try telling someone that “You shall not boil a young goat in its
mothers milk.” is one of the Ten Commandments!!

Exodus 34
• In between Ex. 20 and 34, in the Golden Calf story, Moses breaks
the “tablets of stone” and in the merged text, J’s story of God
writing on stone tablets sounds as if God is replacing the original
(now broken) tablets, except that does not explain why the
commandments would be different!
• Teaser on the Golden Calf - in this “E” story, the sacred tablets of
stone, written by God’s finger and containing the Ten
Commandments, are smashed into pieces by Moses (in his fury at
seeing the Golden Calf); is the E author saying that the Ark of the
Covenant, which is housed in the Temple in Judah (J’s territory),
contains either no tablets or broken tablets?
• And did the Redactor try to cover this up by making it look like
the tablets were replaced by God, so that there really are sacred
tablets in the Temple?

Exodus 21, 22, 23, 24
• The next section of text covering arts of 5 chapters are all by the E
author
• Ex. 20:18-26 - thunder and lightning on the mountain
• The people fear God and ask Moses to represent them before
God; a few more commandments from God
• Ex 21 - rules on slavery, murder, parents, cursing, assault,
accidents, fighting, violence
• Ex 22 - theft, social justice, virgins, sorceresses, bestiality, travelers
• Ex 23
• Ex. 24:1-15a

Exodus 20:18-26 E Text After “Some” Commandments
Now when all the people saw the thunder and the flashes of lightning and the sound of the
trumpet and the mountain smoking, the people were afraid and trembled, and they stood far off
and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, lest we
die.” Moses said to the people, “Do not fear, for God has come to test you, that the fear of him
may be before you, that you may not sin.” The people stood far off, while Moses drew near to the
thick darkness where God was.
And the Lord said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the people of Israel: ‘You have seen for
yourselves that I have talked with you from heaven. You shall not make gods of silver to be with
me, nor shall you make for yourselves gods of gold. An altar of earth you shall make for me and
sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and your oxen. In every
place where I cause my name to be remembered I will come to you and bless you. If you make
me an altar of stone, you shall not build it of hewn stones, for if you wield your tool on it you
profane it. And you shall not go up by steps to my altar, that your nakedness be not exposed on
it.’

Exodus 21:1-17
“Now these are the rules that you shall set before them. When you buy a Hebrew slave, he shall
serve six years, and in the seventh he shall go out free, for nothing. If he comes in single, he shall go
out single; if he comes in married, then his wife shall go out with him. If his master gives him a wife
and she bears him sons or daughters, the wife and her children shall be her masters, and he shall go
out alone. But if the slave plainly says, ‘I love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not go out
free,’ then his master shall bring him to God, and he shall bring him to the door or the doorpost. And
his master shall bore his ear through with an awl, and he shall be his slave forever.
“When a man sells his daughter as a slave, she shall not go out as the male slaves do. If she does
not please her master, who has designated her for himself, then he shall let her be redeemed. He
shall have no right to sell her to a foreign people, since he has broken faith with her. If he designates
her for his son, he shall deal with her as with a daughter. If he takes another wife to himself, he shall
not diminish her food, her clothing, or her marital rights. And if he does not do these three things for
her, she shall go out for nothing, without payment of money.
“Whoever strikes a man so that he dies shall be put to death. But if he did not lie in wait for him, but
God let him fall into his hand, then I will appoint for you a place to which he may flee. But if a man
willfully attacks another to kill him by cunning, you shall take him from my altar, that he may die.
“Whoever strikes his father or his mother shall be put to death.
“Whoever steals a man and sells him, and anyone found in possession of him, shall be put to death.
“Whoever curses his father or his mother shall be put to death.

Exodus 21:18-32
“When men quarrel and one strikes the other with a stone or with his fist and the man does not die
but takes to his bed, then if the man rises again and walks outdoors with his staff, he who struck
him shall be clear; only he shall pay for the loss of his time, and shall have him thoroughly healed.
“When a man strikes his slave, male or female, with a rod and the slave dies under his hand, he
shall be avenged. But if the slave survives a day or two, he is not to be avenged, for the slave is his
money.
“When men strive together and hit a pregnant woman, so that her children come out, but there is no
harm, the one who hit her shall surely be fined, as the woman’s husband shall impose on him, and
he shall pay as the judges determine. But if there is harm, then you shall pay life for life, eye for
eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, stripe for stripe.
“When a man strikes the eye of his slave, male or female, and destroys it, he shall let the slave go
free because of his eye. If he knocks out the tooth of his slave, male or female, he shall let the slave
go free because of his tooth.
“When an ox gores a man or a woman to death, the ox shall be stoned, and its flesh shall not be
eaten, but the owner of the ox shall not be liable. But if the ox has been accustomed to gore in the
past, and its owner has been warned but has not kept it in, and it kills a man or a woman, the ox
shall be stoned, and its owner also shall be put to death. If a ransom is imposed on him, then he
shall give for the redemption of his life whatever is imposed on him. If it gores a mans son or
daughter, he shall be dealt with according to this same rule. If the ox gores a slave, male or female,
the owner shall give to their master thirty shekels of silver, and the ox shall be stoned.

Exodus 21:33-36
“When a man opens a pit, or when a man digs a pit and does not cover it, and an ox or a donkey
falls into it, the owner of the pit shall make restoration. He shall give money to its owner, and the
dead beast shall be his.
“When one mans ox butts anothers, so that it dies, then they shall sell the live ox and share its
price, and the dead beast also they shall share. Or if it is known that the ox has been
accustomed to gore in the past, and its owner has not kept it in, he shall repay ox for ox, and the
dead beast shall be his.

Exodus 22:1-9
“If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and kills it or sells it, he shall repay five oxen for an ox, and
four sheep for a sheep. If a thief is found breaking in and is struck so that he dies, there shall be
no bloodguilt for him, but if the sun has risen on him, there shall be bloodguilt for him. He shall
surely pay. If he has nothing, then he shall be sold for his theft. If the stolen beast is found alive
in his possession, whether it is an ox or a donkey or a sheep, he shall pay double.
“If a man causes a field or vineyard to be grazed over, or lets his beast loose and it feeds in
another mans field, he shall make restitution from the best in his own field and in his own
vineyard.
“If fire breaks out and catches in thorns so that the stacked grain or the standing grain or the field
is consumed, he who started the fire shall make full restitution.
“If a man gives to his neighbor money or goods to keep safe, and it is stolen from the mans
house, then, if the thief is found, he shall pay double. If the thief is not found, the owner of the
house shall come near to God to show whether or not he has put his hand to his neighbors
property. For every breach of trust, whether it is for an ox, for a donkey, for a sheep, for a cloak,
or for any kind of lost thing, of which one says, ‘This is it,’ the case of both parties shall come
before God. The one whom God condemns shall pay double to his neighbor.

Exodus 22:10-20
“If a man gives to his neighbor a donkey or an ox or a sheep or any beast to keep safe, and it
dies or is injured or is driven away, without anyone seeing it, an oath by the Lord shall be
between them both to see whether or not he has put his hand to his neighbors property. The
owner shall accept the oath, and he shall not make restitution. But if it is stolen from him, he
shall make restitution to its owner. If it is torn by beasts, let him bring it as evidence. He shall not
make restitution for what has been torn.
“If a man borrows anything of his neighbor, and it is injured or dies, the owner not being with it,
he shall make full restitution. If the owner was with it, he shall not make restitution; if it was hired,
it came for its hiring fee.
“If a man seduces a virgin who is not betrothed and lies with her, he shall give the bride-price for
her and make her his wife. If her father utterly refuses to give her to him, he shall pay money
equal to the bride-price for virgins
“You shall not permit a sorceress to live.
“Whoever lies with an animal shall be put to death.
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“Whoever sacrifices to any god, other than the Lord alone, shall be devoted to destruction.

Exodus 22:21-31
“You shall not wrong a sojourner or oppress him, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt.
You shall not mistreat any widow or fatherless child. If you do mistreat them, and they cry out to
me, I will surely hear their cry, and my wrath will burn, and I will kill you with the sword, and your
wives shall become widows and your children fatherless.
“If you lend money to any of my people with you who is poor, you shall not be like a moneylender
to him, and you shall not exact interest from him. If ever you take your neighbors cloak in pledge,
you shall return it to him before the sun goes down, for that is his only covering, and it is his
cloak for his body; in what else shall he sleep? And if he cries to me, I will hear, for I am
compassionate.
“You shall not revile God, nor curse a ruler of your people.
“You shall not delay to offer from the fullness of your harvest and from the outflow of your
presses. The firstborn of your sons you shall give to me. You shall do the same with your oxen
and with your sheep: seven days it shall be with its mother; on the eighth day you shall give it to
me.
“You shall be consecrated to me. Therefore you shall not eat any flesh that is torn by beasts in
the field; you shall throw it to the dogs.

