T h e N ew s l et t er o f t h e
Uni tari an Uni versal i st
Fel l ow shi p of H arford C ounty
!Building Liberal Religious Community — Please Join Us!!
Our Sunday Schedule
Childcare!
9:00 am - 12 noon
Worship and Church School!
10:30 am

February Sermons
“Regret and Self Resurrection”
Rev. Carol Thomas Cissel
February 5
At the end of our lives, we never wish we had worked
more, made more $$$ or bought more stuff. No, at the
end of our lives we regret not taking more vacations.
The times we walked out the door without kissing our
beloved goodbye. Refusing hugs or help when they
were offered. And family feuds, which kept us away
from weddings, graduations and other once-in-a-lifetime
rites of passage. Can we do something now to eliminate
regret? Can we change our focus to see “The Things
That Really Matter?” Perhaps. The solution may lie in
self-resurrection. “No one saves us but ourselves. No
one can and no one may. We ourselves must walk the
path.” ― Gautama Buddha
“… let JUSTICE roll down..” Amos 5:24
Rev. Carol Thomas Cissel
February 12
Low wages. Unjust power structures. Urban food
deserts. For many of us, these are words without
personal connection. But, for millions of US citizens,
these realities are barriers to living, trapping them in
destructive cycles of poverty, hopelessness and
premature death. This morning we'll explore economic
injustice and the politics of hunger. “As long as poverty,
injustice and gross inequality persist in our world, none
of us can truly rest.” — Nelson Mandela
Second Sunday Collection today.
The potluck follows the Service—along with the Coming
of Age Silent Auction. Be sure to stay today!

February 2017

Music!
Brenna Kupferman, Terrance Kalka and Friends
February 19
We will share an exploration of music as spiritual
expression during this non-traditional service. Come and
join in, or just listen—there will be opportunities for
both.
Stewardship Kick Off Sunday
"Dollars and Sense"
Rev. Carol Thomas Cissel
February 26
It takes Dollars and Sense to sustain the UUFHC
family. It takes intentional, ongoing gifts of our Time,
Talent and Treasure. How will each of us take care of
this community? What are we willing to give, to
support the UUFHC facility and programming? How can
we celebrate what we have, while doing what we must to
protect all that we hold dear? “We make a living by
what we get, but we make a life by what we give.” —
Winston Churchill
The Stewardship Kick-off Event follows the service.
See article page 5.

Rev. Carol’s Corner
Changes
“Everything changes all the
time: our bodies, other people
and the world around us. In
fact, change and impermanence
are the fundamental realities of
our lives.”
- Vishvapani
Whether we choose to acknowledge it or not, change is
happening all around us…all the time. It’s certainly
happening here at UUFHC. A new settled minister is on
the horizon, and we’ve entered the last five months of
the 2016-2017 church year. Wow, this year is flying by!
It’s hard to believe I have served as your Interim
Minister for the past six months.

Yes, our community is moving through a period of major
change. I think the key words in that last sentence are
moving through. The way that we handle the next few
months, as we move through change matters. Why? The
choices we make now… will set the tone for our future:

that, I was untrained. Well, the more I thought about it,
the more I thought I might be able to grow. As soon as I
made that decision, I started to change—even before my
interview. It was like a door had opened. I could now see
the steps toward becoming the kind of person I wanted
to be and the kind of person UUFHC needed to lead its
Religious Education Program. When I took the position,
I was intimidated but I had the hope that I could
continue to evolve. As Carrie Fisher said, “Stay afraid,
but do it anyway. What’s important is the action. You
don’t have to wait to be confident; just do it and
eventually the confidence will follow.” The confidence
did follow and I have continued to evolve. It is a
wonderful path to be on.

• How we decide to react and respond to this time of
uncertainty;
• How we embrace the natural fluidity of our lives;
• How we treat each other, while acknowledging our
own impermanence.
Sometimes, in the middle of a journey, it’s easy to get
angry, tired or frustrated. We could give up and slide
into bad behavior. Or, allow ourselves to revert to old
ways, but we don’t have to. Instead, let’s navigate the
waters of change by finding something to hold onto:
each other. If we can open our hearts, and support each
other, this turbulent time will move us towards Harmony
and Joy.

Until I became the Director of Religious Education, I
had never heard the term “Right Relationship.” Each
profession has terms of art and this term is one that is
specific to Unitarian Universalism. (If you google “right
relationship,” without “UU,” you’ll find many articles
on ‘how to tell if you’re in the right relationship.’) As
the UU Church of Cherry Hill defines it, “Right
Relations are the way we agree to be together in our
Religious Community.” It’s a way of being in covenant
with one another. Because we are in right relationship,
we can trust each other to act with love and practice
being our best selves. We are also trusting each other to
stay at the table when there’s a disagreement so that we
might work out our differences and be stronger for it.
Being in right relationship is agreeing to evolve together.

I’ve already seen two beautiful glimpses of UUFHC’s
future. First, when volunteers stepped in and gave their
time and talent to our MLK Day of Service and also in
the ongoing support I continue to receive as I navigate
the grief surrounding my oldest son’s death. Things may
seem a bit murky right now, but the UUFHC of
tomorrow is within our reach. We are not there yet, but
it’s so close I can almost see it.
I'm hoping that each one of us continues to gently light
the way — as we move forward.

So, by being a part of UUFHC, we are agreeing to be in
right relationship with our church family. We are taking
the path that allows us to grow and to support others as
they grow. At times like this where the future is
uncertain and change is on the horizon, this is a very
good place to be. Let’s encourage each other to stay on
the path. Speaking of growing, here’s what our fastest
growing members will be up to this month:

See you in church
- Rev. Carol
P.S. Don’t forget the Chili Cook-off on Saturday
February 4. I hope you will attend. There will be great
food, fun & fellowship and live music!
P.P.S. I just finished reading a terrific book: The Book of
Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing World by Dalai
Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu. In this book, they
look back on their long lives and answer a single burning
question: How do we find joy in the face of life's
inevitable suffering? You may want to get a copy and
read it too.

February is COA Cupcake month! Chocolate or
Vanilla? Hurry! Sign up in the Coffee Room. $10 for a
half dozen, $20 for a dozen. Help our Youth earn money
towards their Coming of Age trip while enjoying a
delicious treat! Pay and pick up on Sunday,
February 12.
February 4: Chili Cook-off—We need sitters! Please
contact me! dre@uufhc.net.

Religious Education

February 5: The RE Committee Meeting will follow
the service. Do you have a question or concern? Ask one
of the committee members and we will discuss it during
a meeting. Members: Candace Crew-Chair, Brenna
Kupferman, Alison Rainey, Nikki Zander, and Susan
Lang. COA students must have 10 completed items!!

How do we live in “Right Relationship?”
When the DRE position at UUFHC was posted, I wrote
it off because I thought, “I’m not nice enough.” Besides
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February 12: Children’s Worship for PreK-5th
Grade: Children’s Worship provides an opportunity for
students in preschool through 5th grade to interact
through music, stories, games, and crafts. JYG (6th-8th
Grade): Junior Youth Group is a chance for middle
school youth to build community through different
activities. The Youth (9th-12th Grade) will join the
adults in the service. After the service and pot luck, there
will be a COA Meeting with Mentors starting at 12:30
pm.

carry them to fruition via our various committees. Let
me give you a brief explanation of the overall process:
• All committee heads prepare a list of their
committees’ financial needs.
• Our Finance Committee prepares a Budget based on
these determinations.
• The Board reviews the Budget and throws out Bob's
request for a Porsche and any other items which are
felt to be excessive.
• The Stewardship Committee presents our goal budget
to the congregation.
• Members and Friends of our Congregation make their
pledges on Commitment Sunday.
• The Board balances the requests to match the pledge
total along with any other income sources.
• At our Annual meeting in April, we will present and
vote on the final budget.

February 12: The COA Auction will take place during
pot luck. Please consider bidding to support our teens as
they head off to Boston in April! Also, today is the day
to pay for and pick up COA Cupcakes.
February 26: The remainder of
the COA Boston Trip fee is due.

This year we have a couple of big item changes in the
budget. One change is our mortgage payment. This
year it will increase by around $500 per month due to
the facilities improvement loan. A second increase is the
desire to hire a quarter-time maintenance employee. The
first item is a must, while the second is desired. Right
now the maintenance rests on the shoulders of two
incredible volunteers with a few now-and-then helpers.
They maintain the school, the rental house and the
church. They need help.

- Stephanie Kalka,
DRE

From Our President
Yes, its that time of the year when we ask you to look
into your heart (and wallet). We want you to put on your
green visor and think financially about what is important
to us as a congregation, a Fellowship. We come together
as the “stewards” of our spiritual home and pledge our
financial support. Unlike most other religious
denominations, we are autonomous and receive no
additional financial funding from a governing
organization. We are the owners of our own property,
the employers of our staff, and the sole decision makers
regarding policy and finances. It is an important and
exhilarating responsibility!

Marlene and Rob Lieb will once again be leading the
Stewardship Drive and they will provide you with as
much detail as you desire.
Finally don't forget the chili cook-off on February 4. For
more information watch the NUUsbytes and/or talk to
Leslie Blackstock for details. Maybe
your Chili, Soup or Bread will be a
winner. Whatever happens, it's lots of
fun.
Your Board President,
Bob Blackstock

Stewardship has many components. We need to take care
of our beliefs, ourselves and our structures. We, during
this time of the year, try to plan the financial aspect of
stewardship for the coming year. It has been asked,
“why can't we just put our commitment in the basket
without all this talk?” One very good reason is we are
actually a democracy. It would not be appropriate for the
Board to just take the money and spend it anyway we
wanted without your blessing. So we have presentations
and meetings to discuss the wants and needs of the
church. All of us decide on our budget, not just the
Board and the Committee Chairs.

Corner On Finance
At this point in the year we remain in pretty good shape
financially. Income has remained steady, and expenses
generally are within expectations. Also there have been
several significant gifts that have aided in keeping us
ahead of the bills. Most notably Ken Bourn left us over
$87,000 in an investment account. The Board is deciding
what will be done with these funds. It is anticipated that
some of these monies will be used to pay for Search

Once decisions are made, your Board does its best to
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Committee expenses including bringing candidate
ministers to locations in Maryland, Pennsylvania,
Delaware areas where they can be interviewed and the
committee can listen to sermons. Additionally UUFHC
is expected to pay for some of the support the
Committee will receive from UU District and Area
Council leaders. Also, many thanks to all of you for
your prompt payments of your pledge obligations. Your
attention to that responsibility has made all the
difference and has been key to keeping everything going.
Blessed be!

Our Stewardship Campaign

It also is that time of the year when we prepare donation
letters reporting your 2016 contributions. These
documents were completed and mailed in the last week
of January. When you receive them I request you review
them carefully to ensure your records agree with ours.
Remember that the totals that you see are for all
contributions (pledges as well as other contributions
such as Guest at Your Table and monthly special
collection contributions where we could identify the
giver, etc.) received from you during the 2016 calendar
year. As you might expect with the large volume of data
we must enter in our books, we may occasionally make a
mistake. We do our best to make sure every entry is
accurate but if there are any errors we will jump to fix
them. If you should find any discrepancies please get
with me as soon as you can so we can determine what
has happened and can provide corrected documentation
to you if necessary. You will not see some adult
education fees, purchases from the Bazaar or Serendipity
Auction. It is up to you to decide any tax deduction, if
appropriate, as well as the fair market value of items you
supplied for these events.

speak.” I remember reading these words somewhere and
thinking “ahhh-but our hands Do speak!” Think of all of
the many acts that are performed with our hands in love,
community, and friendship. They leave vivid pictures
that communicate who we are as a spiritual family,
working together to preserve all that we hold sacred
about UUFHC. That is why we chose “With These
Hands” as our theme for this year’s Stewardship Drive.
For those new to our community, The Stewardship Drive
is that time of year when we make our financial
commitments in support of this Fellowship. This
happens over a three week period beginning February 25
and ending on March 12.

“What a story our hands could tell, if only they could

By the beginning of February, you have all received our
Stewardship Mailing. Please read the enclosed
information closely. We will be reviewing all of this
material at upcoming stewardship events.
We need all of you to be involved in this Stewardship
process. Mark your February and March calendars and
be sure to join us for these important events:

•

As far as pledge payments go please remember that our
church fiscal year runs from May 1, 2016 to April 30,
2017. Thus the numbers you see in the tax letter will
reflect the last pledges received from you for the
FY15/16 Church year and those payments received
during the first eight months of the current (FY 16/17)
church year. Because the current Fiscal Year has four
more months to run, your complete pledge for FY 16/17
will not be reported in the tax letter. If you need it a
separate report for the FY 16/17 pledge period, this can
be provided in May 2016, after the completion of the
current Fiscal Year.

•
•

February 26: Stewardship Kick-off Event for the
entire family! 11:30 am to 2:00 pm (see separate
article)
March 5: Rev Carol’s Sermon on Responsible
Giving
March 12: Commitment Sunday; Potluck and
Celebration

As a loving congregation that works together, we can use
our generous hands and hearts to reach out to another
and assure that all of our budgetary needs are met. All in
favor of a balanced budget this year raise your hand!
As always, we are here to address any of your concerns
or questions. We welcome your contact.

Please feel free to contact me at any
time if you have questions of
concerns about our finances or your
personal account. I can be reached
at treasurer@uufhc.net,
(717)
927-8086 (H), (717) 855-0947 (C),
or dyrck8@aol.com.
- Dyrck Van Dusen

Your Stewardship team:
• Rob Lieb: roblieb@comcast.net
• Marlene Lieb: marlenelieb@comcast.net
• Zach Zander: Zach@zanderrealty.com
• Tanya Tag: tltag@yahoo.com
• Dyrck Van Dusen, treasurer: treasurer@uufhc.net
• Kay Saucier, finance chair: finance@uufhc.net
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The really big news is The House is Rented! Many
thanks are extended to Zach Zander who handled the
rental. The rent was increased from $900/month to
$1150/month. We have agreed to repair or replace the
air conditioner if needed in consideration of this
increase.

With These Hands, We Make Magic
Together!

Our budget is healthy at this point, and should remain so
if the snowfall is reasonable. The only exception is the
budget for the school. We had to make major structural
repairs this past summer which affected that portion of
the budget. We do not anticipate such a problem next
year. And despite the repairs, the school remains a
significant addition to our overall budget.

Our Stewardship Kick-off Event this year will be
magical for the entire family! Plan to stay on Sunday,
February 26 as invited magician, Steve Gambrill,
brings his energy and passion to UUFHC for an
afternoon of interactive magic and entertainment. Here is
how the afternoon will flow:

The Capital Improvements Loan money must be spent
by July as it is an 18 month construction loan. In the
spring you can look forward to work on a new furnace
and AC for the sanctuary. This will involve removing an
area of the ceiling in the coat room. We also hope to put
new siding on a portion of the building.

The children (infant-8th grade) will remain with a
childcare provider until 12:15 pm.
• Immediately after the service ends at 11:30 am we will
set tables, followed by a brief presentation for all
adults at 11:45 am.
• The Stewardship Team will give a 30 minute budget
presentation and answer any questions.
• At 12:15 am the children join us for lunch, provided at
no cost!
• Magician arrives at 1:00 pm…and with His hands we
are entertained.
• Everything ends around 2:00 pm.

We are looking at returning to Verizon to improve our
telephone service with individual voice mailboxes for
the staff. This will involve purchasing new phones.
Save May 4 as that is the day we hope to plant a
demonstration environmentally sustainable garden to the
right of the sanctuary entrance. This project will also
involve preparation of the area, so if this sounds like a
project you could help with, please see B&G.
- Cindy Veidt

It is important for childcare planning and food
preparation that we know if you are able to attend.
Please sign up in the coffee room, or call the office and
let Karen know you plan to attend (410) 734-7122.
Questions? Contact Marlene: marlenelieb@comcast.net.

Another Update From Your Search
Committee
We received names of ten interested ministers on
January 2! There was one male in the pool but beyond
that there was tremendous diversity. It includes
experience from across the country, several about to be
ordained, several with a few years experience and
several with about a decade of experience.

What’s New With Building and
Grounds?

The Search Committee reviewed biographies of all ten
ministers and met with our Transition Coach, the Rev.
Dr. Kate Walker, on January 13 and 14. We discussed
approaches to interview ministers and methods to help
us find the best match for our congregation.

As you may have noticed, we are currently “signless.”
Our new sign was delivered in November, but it was
discovered that the base was in need of replacement or
repair before it could be installed. We have contacted
the mason at Harford Tech, and he has agreed to do the
repairs. He needs three warm, dry days to do the work
so we are presently at the mercy of Mother Nature. In
the meantime, B&G is looking into a banner and solar
spotlight as a temporary replacement.

We also completed a series of Cottage Meetings in
January where members and friends were able to discuss
thoughts on who we are and what we hope for in a
minister. These meetings were extremely helpful for the
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Search Committee to inform us and allow us to better
represent the desires of the congregation when
interviewing ministers.

Games Night (all ages) - Saturday, February 11, 4:00
pm
COA Silent Auction
Sunday, February 12 during the Potluck
Look for goods and services offered by the youth
preparing for the Coming of Age trip to Boston. And
don’t forget to pick up your cupcakes (order them on
February 5).

We expect to be very busy in February and March doing
video interviews to narrow down to just a few top
pre-candidates for in-person interviews and observations
of live sermons. We will keep you informed as we go!
- The Search Committee
April Fritts, Darlene Rothwell, Cindy Curry, Ed G.
Roberts, Glenn Rogers, Marlene Lieb, Rene Varela

Develop A Balanced Mind: Annual Buddhist Retreat
Saturday, February 25, 9:30 am to 3:00 pm at
UUFHC
Facilitator: Kelsang Chondzin from the Kadampa
Buddhist Center
This retreat will practice several meditations to bring the
mind and emotions to a balanced peaceful state. We’ll
offer suggestions. Happiness is possible; peace is
possible. We only need the tools. The fee of $30 includes
lunch.

It’s Coming Up Soon . . .
Chili Cook-off!
Don’t forget the Chili Cook-off on Saturday, February
4 here at UUFHC, 5:30 to 9:00 pm. There are many
ways you can participate: to enter the competition bring
your home-brewed beer, home made vegetarian and
meat chilis, or home baked bread and soup. If you’re not
into competition but just looking for a good time,
contribute a salad or dessert. Don’t have the time to
cook? Just pay a tasting fee of $5 for an individual or
$10 for a couple or family. Bring dollars to vote for your
favorite foods and beers. Nobody leaves hungry!

And Mark Your Calendar:
Let’s Paint: No Experience Required
Saturday, March 11, 10:00 am to 12:00 at UUFHC
Facilitator: Brenda Marsden, Eden Mill Nature
Center
You will receive a canvas to use with a table top frame to
hold it. We provide brushes and acrylic paints, which
can be mixed with water so it’s user friendly. You will
receive a butterfly image to paint in your own way. Fun:
put your own twist on creation. The $35 fee covers all
supplies.

Please request childcare as soon as possible. This
ensures that we will have enough sitters and
guarantees a safe and fun experience for our
youngest UUs. Please RSVP dre@uufhc.net.

Why I pray, compost, plant tulips, read
widely, and otherwise notice, tend and
recycle

Upcoming Events

We live in a broken, sick culture.
We are suffering, each and every one.
We all need healing.

The newsletter comes out early this month, so I’m able
to include the following event:

Our agonies and tragedies are the ground,
the path— the Tao, the Way of the Cross
the humble, daily, flowing way—
to grace and transformation.
The path to healing.

Women’s Ritual Circle - UUFHC Imbolc Celebration
Sunday, January 29, 12:00 noon to 2:00 pm
This will be a relaxing, indoor affair where we will make
a Brighid corn doll and butter to celebrate the rebirth of
the maiden. Please bring a glass jar with a tight fitting
lid (pint size would be ideal) and a notebook for
journaling. Let Allison Ehrman (allison@ehrman.com
know if you are interested in doing a reading, leading a
song or helping with supplies.

I believe that in this life
If I will continually choose
to hold curiosity, let go fear,
put aside ego and either-or thinking—
that notion of certainty,

Men’s Night Out - at Independent Brewery Wednesday, February 8
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that notion of I'm-right-you're-wrong,
that stiff-necked way of self-righteous—
(will I? please, may I?) —

Affinity Networks are congregations who share a
particular interest or characteristic and want to work
with other congregations with the same interest or
characteristic. Affinity Networks might include large
congregations, small congregations, Appalachian
congregations, congregations focused on a particular
social justice issue. Affinity networks are just now in
development and more will be posted on the CER
website when they are formed.

Then may I be deeply healed
of emotional pain,
unforgiveness,
violence and victimhood.
Then in my embodied self may I carry
deep peace, kindness and compassion
for myself and others.

Advocacy Groups are state based legislative groups that
advocate in their states for change. These are
independent groups the region helps to support by
providing information about their activities to our
congregations.

Then, wherever I am,
no matter how small and humble my service,
by my ordinary way of being may I create
beauty
as a form of living prayer.

Professional Chapters are chapters of UU professional
groups such as UU Minister's Association (UUMA),
Liberal Religious Educators (LREDA), Association of
UU Administrators (AUUA), UU Musicians Network
(UUMN) and UU Association of Membership
Professionals (UUAMP). Also included are the New
York State Convention of Universalists and the
Pennsylvania Universalist Convention.

I'm not there and will not arrive
for this is the path.
This I believe is the meaning
of my small, specific life.

Please visit the region website at
http://www.uua.org/central-east. Check out the News
Blog to find out what other congregations are doing.
You’ll find an article about our Silent Witness program!

- Carol Bindel

Learning More About Our Denomination
As we go through the search process for the new
minister, our search committee is in contact with Central
East Region Staff who are advising and assisting us in
the process. One recommendation is that our members
become more connected with the Central East Region.
This is somewhat harder to do than when we were part
of the Joseph Priestley District. Now the Central East
Region consists of a wider area including New York and
all the way out to Ohio. But there are still ways to
connect: Find a network or group.

UUA Announces Congregational Study
Issue
Delegates at the 2016 General Assembly in Columbus,
OH, selected “The Corruption of Our Democracy” to be
the 2016-2020 Congregational Study/Action Issue
(CSAI) of the Unitarian Universalist Association of
Congregations (UUA).
The Congregational Study/Action Issue is an invitation
for congregations and districts to take a topic of concern
and engage it, reflect on it, learn about it, respond to it,
comment on it take action—each in their own way. A
CSAI is Not a statement—it is a question.

There are several types of networks and groups in our
region.
Clusters—In our region, we assist our congregations to
strengthen their ties with other congregations in clusters.
These clusters are based on geography. Congregations
may choose which cluster they are in and may change if
they wish. Our primary contacts are assigned mostly on
the basis of clusters. We are part of the Greater
Baltimore cluster along with nearby congregations in
Carroll, Howard and Baltimore Counties as well as First
Unitarian Church in Baltimore.

• Read the complete text of the CSAI, “The Corruption
of Our Democracy.”
• Download the Corruption of Our Democracy
CSAI Study Guide (PDF, 24 pages), (Word, 24 pages).
Click on the links or go to www.uua.org and click on the
links under Social Justice.
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The Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Harford County
2515 Churchville Road
Churchville, MD 21028
Building Liberal Religious Community
Please Join Us!
Sunday Services: 10:30 am; coffee follows
Please visit us online at www.uufhc.net

Please note: Next Newsletter Deadline: Sunday, February 12, 2017
Minister:
Director of Religious Education:
Administrative Assistant:
Newsletter Editor:
Webmaster:

The Rev. Carol Thomas Cissel
Stephanie Kalka
Karen Kurrle
Kay Saucier
Rick Saucier

Fellowship Office Hours (Karen Kurrle):
Tues, Wed & Thurs:

10:00 am to 3:00 pm

Minister’s Office Hours:
Tues:
Wed:
Thurs:

10:00 am to 1:00 pm
10:30 am to 3:30 pm
12:00 am to 8:00 pm
and by appointment

Director of Religious Education Office Hours:
Mon, Tues, Wed & Thurs:
Fri:

9:30 am to 2:00 pm
Day Off

Office Phone:
Office E-mail:
Minister E-mail:
DRE E-mail:
Newsletter E-mail:
Webmaster E-mail:
Website:

410-734-7122
office@uufhc.net
minister@uufhc.net
dre@uufhc.net
newsletter@uufhc.net
webmaster@uufhc.net
www.uufhc.net

Wayside Pulpit

Heroes are not giant statues framed against a red
sky. They are people who say: This is my
community, and it is my responsibility to make it
better.
– Studs Terkel

